
JAN-FEB  
2022 

NEWSLETTER 

Looking Forward to  2022  
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 

As we begin this new year, we are so thankful and encouraged by the renewal of our energy and passion to 

serve our community.  The congregation overwhelmingly approved the 2022 budget which includes even 

more investment and services to the community God has called us to serve.  (available on our website.) 

Our Mission Fie ld —  Right Here  in  Our Own Backyard  

 Our continued commitment to providing a welcoming safe place for those individuals and families living with   

developmental, intellectual, physical, and behavioral challenges, where they are fully included in all aspects of the 

life of the church, including ministry, service, and leadership. Providing opportunities for fun, friendship and    

fellowship outside of church as well, through our Monthly Movie Nights and various Joyful friends programs and 

events and our ongoing close relationship with those involved in Special Olympics. 

 A commitment to expanding our services to help those in recovery from hurts, habits and hang-ups, addictions 

and obsessions through recently expanded Narcotics Anonymous meetings and growing our Celebrate Recovery 

ministry. 

 A call for continued support for Downtown Ministries’ work with the homeless and hungry through encouraging 

volunteerism and financial support of their efforts as well as our own congregation’s efforts assisting people 

needing housing and/or experiencing food insecurity. Joining with the Christian Care Alliance of Manatee to    

expand our impact throughout the community. 

 A plan to initiate new services for the LGBTQ+ community. Partnering with ALSO Youth to empower LGTBQ+ youth 

and their allies letting them know we are an inclusive community where they are welcome as full             

participants in the life our church family. 



 Pastor’s Pen 
Thankful  to  God for  2021  

Things Your Pastor  Has Heard  

My son has enjoyed the movie nights so 

much, I have never seen him so calm and 

have such fun.  Thank you so much.  This is 

our only night out each month. Celebrate Recovery has 

changed my life. Before 

joining your group I was 

ready to give up.  I don’t 

know what I would do 

without CR. 
I looked around the room last Sunday 

and realized half the people joining us 

in worship were not here prior to the 

pandemic.  We have really grown! 

The respite day made such a big 

difference for us to be able to go out 

shopping and just to enjoy each 

other’s company without the kids.  

You have no idea. (we do :-) 

What an Impact  We Made!  

WE  d id this,  together!  

I was literally asked to 

leave another church 

because of who I was, 

now part of my identity is 

being part of this family.  

We travel 30 minutes to come to 

this church because my daughter 

enjoys the Joyful Friends Sunday 

School classes so much. 

When we were looking for a new 

church we wanted one that was 

open and affirming, welcoming to all.  

We thank God we found one here. 



The Meaning of  Ordinat ion...  
In ordination - through prayers invoking the Holy Spirit and the laying on of hands - the Church 

confirms in women and men the call of God, acknowledges their gifts and graces, and authorizes this 

ministry in and for the Church.  The act of Ordination by those who are appointed for this ministry 

attests to the bond of the church with Jesus Christ and the apostolic witness, recalling that it is the 

risen Lord who is the true Ordainer and bestows the gift.  

In Ordaining, the church, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, provides for the faithful preaching of 

the Gospel and humble service in the name of Christ. The laying on of hands is the sign of the gift of 

the Spirit, rendering visible the fact that the ministry was instituted in the revelation accomplished in 

Christ, and reminding the church to look to him as the source of its commission. 

Disciples understand the meaning of Ordination as an action of God and the community during which 

the Ordained are strengthened by the Spirit for their task and are upheld by the acknowledgment and 

prayers of the congregation. Ordination sets one apart for leadership in the life and witness of the 

church.   

While the Ordained ministry cannot be reduced to any mere listing of tasks, it may be identified by 

leadership with regard to three fundamental aspects of the church's life and witness: 

1. Acting in servant obedience to God's commandment of love in self-sacrifice on behalf of others and 

in a servant life in the world; 

2. Proclaiming the gospel in faithfulness to Jesus Christ by word (teaching and preaching), by 

sacrament (Baptism and the Lord's Supper), and by deed (mission and service); 

3. Overseeing the life of the community in its worship, education, witness, mission, fellowship, and 

pastoral nurture through the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

Celebrat ing the Ordinat ion  
o f  Reverend Ken Gregson  



The Character  o f  Ordained Ministry  
Disciples accept Ordination as a gift of the Holy Spirit at work in the community of faith.  We, therefore, 

seek to witness to at least four aspects of this ordering of ministry: 

Apostolic Ministry: By this we mean they receive their authority and commission from the risen Christ.  

The first Christian ministers were the apostles in the New Testament, to whom the living Lord revealed 

himself and sent "to the ends of the earth."  Ministers in every generation preach, celebrate, witness, 

and gather disciples in continuity with those early apostles. 

Representative Ministry: Those who accept the ministry of the Word, sacrament, and mission are 

responsible for re-presenting (showing forth) to the world and to all baptized Christians the character of 

Christ's ministry and witness.  To personally and publicly to point the church to its dependence on Jesus 

Christ, the source of its faith, mission, and unity. 

Collegial Ministry: Ministry is inherently a shared responsibility. No minister is independent, all seek to 

teach and work together to express fellowship (koinonia) in support and care for each other.  The 

ministries of all members of the believing community are complementary, given to one to be supportive 

of the other.  All are to build up the Body of Christ in love.  No differences of vocation, function, or 

education should obscure the fact that the one ministry of Christ is shared by the whole people of God. 

Lay and Ordained are partners together in faith and witness; together they empower the church for 

effective participation in discovering God's will for all humanity. 

Universal Ministry: Most appropriately, Ordination is a rite of the Church Universal. While Ordination is 

normally done by a particular denomination, and Standing is limited to a particular communion, the 

intention is that no one is ever Ordained into a particular denomination or tradition, certainly not into 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Those Ordained are representative ministers of the Church 

Universal. While we serve with the vision of universality, the Church lives with the pain of a divided 

ministry.  Nevertheless, all ministers are called to point out the community of Jesus Christ, to work to 

bring new expressions of the one universal Church into being and to search for forms of unity which the 

divided churches cannot yet express. 

From the Preface and Ordained Ministry sections of Theological Foundations and Criteria  

for the Ordering of Ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor  Ken’s Theological Basis for  Ministry  
My understanding of faith keeps evolving as does my understanding of God. I am more aligned with James’ teaching on 

this matter than Paul’s, although I also do not see them as that different. “Show me your faith apart from your works, 

and I, by my works, will show you my faith” (James 4:18b). “For in Christ Jesus, …; the only thing that counts is faith 

working through love” (Galatians 5:6b). And 1 John 3:18, “Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth 

and action.” Faith IS doing.   

Various passages from Isaiah have had a profound impact on my theology, for example, Isaiah 1:11-17 which speaks 

about the meaninglessness of religious rituals if there is no presence of actions for those who need help. Isaiah uses 

strong action words; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow; seek, rescue, defend, 

plead. It is not just preaching about faith that God wants, God wants action from the faithful. Specifically, action for the 

ones who need it the most.  Another influential Scripture for my theology is Isaiah 56:1-8 where the Lord tells Israel 

that God is open and available and invites all people, including eunuchs and foreigners, not just those who consider 

themselves “the people of God.” The Lord will gather the outcasts of Israel and it is our job to gather the outcast of 

Christianity and make them feel invited and welcome and at home with faith in God.  



 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Betsy Goehrig 

Our Regional Minister's personal mission is “to be a strong Christian presence in the Church, the 
community, and the world, as a messenger of God's love, grace, compassion, and hope.”  She is a 
lifelong member of Disciples of Christ, from First Christian Church, Frankfort, KY. She has served 
40 years in ordained ministry, with 32 years in the Florida Region. 

Betsy previously served Florida Disciples as Associate Regional Minister and Interim Regional 
Minister. She has pastored both new and established congregations in Florida and Kentucky. She 
has served as a Hospice Chaplain and Police Chaplain. She received 
her Masters in Divinity from Lexington Theological Seminary and 
Doctorate of Ministry from Columbia Theological Seminary.  

Betsy and her husband Kevin have 4 daughters: Christy (Jeff), Brittany 
(deceased), Jamielee, and Kerri. They have 5 grandchildren: Elizabeth, 
Charlotte, Joey, Dallas, and Karter. 

She will retire Feb. 1, 2022, with a celebration of her ministry at the 
Regional Assembly in Jacksonville, Jan. 28-30. 

 

Rev. Dr. David Walton 

Rev. Walton currently serves as Senior Minister for Bedford Christian Church in Virginia.  A native 
of Virginia, he received his Bachelor’s degree in Social Studies Education from Virginia State 
University and his Master of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary in Virginia.  In 2010, he 
earned a Doctor of Ministry from Lexington Theological Seminary. 

Prior to moving back to Virginia in 2018, Pastor David served Parkway Christian Church in Davie, 
FL as their Senior minister for 10-years.  That is where he met our own Pastor Ken Gregson, long 
before Ken’s call into ministry.  Rev. Walton mentored Ken as a new member developing into a 

leader within the church.  David saw a call from God for Ken before he 
even realized it himself.  God used David as a key role model and mentor 
to develop Pastor Ken’s preaching and teaching skills; two skills for which 
Rev. Walton is very well-known.  Rev. Walton continues to mentor Pastor 
Ken on a regular basis. 

Pastor David and his wife, Teresa, have three adult children and the 
greatest grandkids ever, as they are now grandparents of six 
grandchildren.  David also has a passion for theater.  He has written, 
produced, and directed several plays, not only in the church but in 
professional theaters as well.   

Visiting Ministers Officiating  
for Pastor Ken's Ordination  



Proverbs 22:17 

“A merry heart does 
good like medicine” 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

Weekly Ministries 
    

Bible Study 

• Mondays  
   at 10 a.m. 

Celebrate Recovery 

• Mondays at 6:15 p.m. 

NA Meetings 

• Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
• Wednesdays at  6:30 pm 
• Thursdays at 8:15 

Choir Rehearsal     

• Wednesdays  
   at 6 p.m. 

Prayer Team 

• Thursdays at  
4 p.m. 

Movie Night   

3rd Friday of  
Each Month 

Installation of new Elders,  

Deacons, & Board Members 

 

Sunday, January 23rd 



 Moderator, Sue Fitzgerald 

 Vice-Moderator, Anita Haisch 

 Treasurer, Dave Neas 

 Financial Secretary, Barbara 

Allender 

 Secretary, Dale Neas 

 Member-at-Large, Robert Blake 

 Chair of the Elders, Barb Abbring 

 Chair of the Deacons, Billie Laird 

2022 Board Members 

 Barb Abbring, Chair 

 Sue Fitzgerald 

 Anita Haisch 

 Rick Session 

 Barbara Allender 

 Dave Neas 

 Dale Neas 

2022 Church Elders 

 Billie Laird, Chair 

 Pat Martin 

 Lesa Canterbury 

 Terrie Frazier 

 Robert Blake 

 Jaime Spencer 

 Sherri Lee 

 Jacylen Brownfield 

2022 Deacons 
The names in BOLD are new to their roles 

and will be installed in their called roles on 

Sunday 1/23.  They were voted into those 

positions during the Congregational meeting 

in December. 

 

There are many others who serve our 
congregation and opportunities to join one 
of these teams this year: 

 Sunday School facilitator 

 contact Bernadette Gregson 

 Children’s Church facilitator 
 contact Brittany Swink 

 Choir  - contact Micki Baker 

 Hospitality team - looking for a leader 

 Outreach team - looking for a leader 
 contact Pastor Ken 

 Celebrate Recovery - looking for a 

ministry leader to take over and grow this 

ministry. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31  

HAPPY  
NEW YEAR! 

JAN 21ST 

MOVIE NIGHT 
6:15 p.m. 

ROBERT  
BLAKE 

JOANNE 
TAYLOR 

BRENDA 
MCKINNEY 

DAWN LEE 
THOMPSON 

REMOVAL OF 

THE GREENS 

11 AM 

PASTOR KEN 

ORDINATION 

SERVICE 

NEW  

MEMBERS 

LUNCH - 1PM 

INSTALLATION  

OF NEW 

CHURCH  

SERVANTS 

BOARD  

MEETING  

6:30 PM 

RESPITE CARE 

10 AM - 3 PM 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28  

FEBRUARY 
14TH 

VALENTINE'S DAY 

MOVIE 
NIGHT 
6:15 p.m. 

RICHARD 
DYR 

TOMMIE 
ERVIN 



Jan Servant’s Schedule Feb Servant’s Schedule 
SUNDAY - 1/2 SUNDAY - 2/6 

1st Scripture: Tommie Ervin 1st Scripture: Doug Stevens 

2nd Scripture: Dave Neas 2nd Scripture: Anita Haisch 

Elder: Barbara Allender Elder: Rick Session 

Deacons:  Billie Laird & Jamie Spencer Deacons:  Billie Laird & Sherri Lee 

Greeter: Tracie Dyr Greeter: Robert Blake 

SUNDAY - 1/9 SUNDAY - 2/13 

1st Scripture: Dawn Lee Thompson 1st Scripture: Cindy Stevens 

2nd Scripture: Erwin Goodwin 2nd Scripture: Barb Abbring 

Elder: Anita Haisch Elder: Sue Fitzgerald 

Deacons:  Billie Laird, Terrie Frazier & Sherri Lee Deacons: Billie Laird & Jaime Spencer 

Greeter: Tommie Ervin Greeter: Tracie Dyr 

SUNDAY - 1/16 SUNDAY - 2/20 

1st Scripture: Jamie Spencer 1st Scripture: Robert Blake 

2nd Scripture: Barbara Allender 2nd Scripture: Rick Session 

Elder: Dave Neas Elder: Barbara Allender 

Deacons:  Billie Laird & Terrie Frazier Deacons:  Billie Laird & Robert Blake 

Greeter: Tracie Dyr Greeter: Tommie Ervin 

SUNDAY - 1/23 SUNDAY - 2/27 

1st Scripture:  Shirley Griggs 1st Scripture: Ron Griggs 

2nd Scripture: Dale Neas 2nd Scripture: Dave Neas 

Elder: Barb Abbring Elder: Anita Haisch 

Deacons:  Jacylen Brownfield & Billie Laird Deacons: Billie Laird & Terrie Frazier 

Greeter: Jamie Spencer Greeter: Sherri Lee 

SUNDAY - 1/30  
1st Scripture: Terrie Zieber  

2nd Scripture: Sue Fitzgerald  

Elder: Dale Neas  

Deacons:  Billie Laird & Pat Martin  

Greeter: Tommie Ervin  


